THE CENTRAL AMERICAN PARLIAMENT - PARLACEN

PARLACEN exists since 1991 with elected representatives from Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicara-
gua, Panama and the Dominican Republic.

This regional parliamentarian institution has its head office in Guatemala and subsidiaries in the capita

each member state.

tion.
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PARLACEN shall be an effective and democratic leader of the different regional actors a all help to a
gradually progressing establishment of the Central American- Dominican union within the framework of sus-
tainable development. At the same time it shall form a modern, suitable and solidarity- showing society, in
which peace and respect for Human Rights are guaranteed.

LEGAL STATUS

The judicial characterization of the PARLACEN defines it as regional and permanent organ of poli
democratic representation of the SICA with the aim to realize the Central American integr
peaceful coexistence within the scope of security and social welfare which relies on the re
participative democracy, on pluralism, on the respect of legislation, on the field of integr

legislations and on the human rights.

PARLACEN has the status of a legal entity according to international law.

FORMATION
PARLACEN consists of 20 representativeiﬁ. C
deputy, who stands in for him in case of abse




e [t supports the consolidation of the democratic, pluralistic and participative system in the states of
Central America with strict respect for international law.
e [t contributes to the consolidation of complete validity of international law.

BODIES OF PARLACEN
PARLACEN's organisational structure is as follows:

1. THE PLENUM
The plenum is the highest body of PARLACEN and is formed by all representatives.
Furthermore the committees and parliamentary parties are involved with its tasks.

The responsibilities of the plenum are the following:
=]t gives advice to the presidents” assembly concerning affairs of peace, security of Central America and de-
velopment of the region.

= Annual election of the board of parliament.

= Approval of the budget of PARLACEN.

= Assessment and decision concerning the reports of the board of parliament.
=Composition and approval of internal decrees of PARLACEN and other necessa
*Formation of working commissions being regarded as necessary by the plenum. .




At the moment there are the follwing twelve permanent commissions:
=Commission of politics and party affairs

=Commission of peace, security, human rights and ethnic groups
=Commission of monetary and financial affairs

=Commission of education, culture, sports, science and technology
=Commission of integration, trade and economic development
=Commission of agriculture, farming, fishing, environment and natural ressources
=Commission of women, children, youth and family

=Commission of urban development and public participation

=Commission of health, social security, population, labour and corporations
=Commission of legal affairs, integration law and regional institutions
=Commission of international relations

=Commission of tourism

Parliamentary Groups
They monitor the political trend of the
political orientation of their groups.
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The board makes its decisions with approval of seven of its members. In the event of a tie the vote
presidency count as qualified majority. The presidency is filled by rota system corresponding to the alpha-
betical order of the member states, starting with the state, which holds the head office.

It is possible to appeal against all resolutions at the plenum. Owing to the special observer’s status of the
Dominican Republic, one vice-president and one secretary act on their behalf at the plenary.

The tasks of the board are the following:

=Consideration and handling of all requests for which PARLACEN is in charge

=Realizing the resolutions of PARLACEN.
»Handing in the annual report about the execution ¢
nary as well as the report about the budget.




The secretary office for administration and finance has to administer all branches, manager’s offices, depart-
ments and administrative units as well as the personnel of PARLACEN and has to control the proper admini-
stration of its ressources.

The secretary office of the board offers technical help to the board in questions relating to the responsibilities
of and the topics worked out by the board.

THE OBSERVERS
PARLACEN can confer an observer’s status to states and national and regional pa
principles are in accordance with PARLACEN as well as to international orgz

agreement.

The observers can be classified as follows:
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THE COMPREHENSIVE CONCEPTION OF DEVELOPMENT AND I

PARLACEN supports a comprehensice conception of Central American integration and

through an intergovernmental process.

PARLACEN stands in for a complete concept of development and integration of Central America for pros-
perity of the peoples on political, economic, social and cultural level. It does on the other hand not agree

the idea of reducing integration onto a solely economic dimension and free trade.




